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Brief History of the Carrizo Plain Conservancy

▪ Construction of  two industrial solar plants—Topaz Solar Farms and California Valley 
Solar Ranch

▪ Third party independent monitoring pursuant to legal settlements

▪ Addition of conservation lands separate from the National Monument as mitigation, 
settlement, and preservation lands

▪ Incorporation of Carrizo Plain Conservancy in Fall 2013; 501(c)3 designation July 2014

▪ Built partnerships with CDFW, TNC, County of SLO, SRT, BLM/CPNM, Ecologistics

▪ Received lands through donation, purchase and cooperative acquisitions







Summary of Accomplishments
Carrizo Plain Conservancy

▪ Purchased and donated lands to BLM to add to the CPNM

▪ Partnered with CDFW/TNC to use Kit fox Mitigation Bank for acquisition of high 
priority parcels

▪ Finalized MOU with County of SLO to support mission utilizing solar settlement funds

▪ Partnering with Los Padres Forest Watch, Conservation Lands Foundation to support 
Monument expansion efforts

▪ Acquired 106 parcels and over 9,314 acres with 10 parcels added in 2014

▪ transferred 480 acres to CDFW; 200 more in process



Summary continued

▪ Received grant from John S. Kiewit Foundation for planning and 
resource management programs

▪ Improvements at Goodwin Ranch House and grounds

▪ Resource management projects such as fence removals and fence 
upgrades

▪ Research projects of important species and habitats



Special Area
Section 14



▪ Important discovery of a native shrub

▪ Species is spreading into Carrizo Plain

from Cuyama Valley

Indicator of climate change?
Candidate for introduction efforts?

Rabbit Brush









CPC Lands Transferred to BLM



CPC Lands Transferred to CDFW



Just Inside the Monument is 
the Goodwin Ranch House

Working with TNC to 
restore and upgrade



Initial Concepts for Restoration and Upgrades





Monument Expansion Effort
• Temblor Ridge 14,692 acres
• Upper Crocker Canyon 484 acres
• Saltos Canyon 6,646 acres
• Freeborn Mountains 3,875 acres
• Hubbard Hill 3,152 acres

• TOTAL 28,849 acres
• If Las Piletas is included at  13,489 acres

• GRAND TOTAL 42,338 acres



Circa 1910 map of Forest Reserves 
(now National Forests)

San Luis Obispo Forest Reserve 
extended well into what is now 
Carrizo Plain National Monument

Boundary changed in 1913, and 
unchanged since that time



Aerial View of Saltos Canyon Area with Soda Lake in Background



Freeborn Mountain Area from LPNF



Purpose of Expansion

National Monument established in recognition of unique features 
which had been lost in the larger San Joaquin Valley to the east.

Features included rare plant and animal species, habitat diversity, and 
scenic qualities.

Temblor Range runs NW-SE; therefore easterly facing slopes hold a 
mesic and diverse vegetation and habitat that is outside the 
Monument.

Areas on the west are ecotones, grading from grassland and Juniper 
Woodland into Blue Oak Woodland and Chaparral



Ecological Examples of Connection to CPNM

Upper Sonoran Sub-Shrub Scrub (USSSS or U4S) is a limited 
distribution vegetation type restricted to Temblor Range and San 
Emigdio Range plus small outliers.

U4S includes up to ten co-dominant species.

Some NE facing slopes in Temblor Range hold relict populations of 
Tucker oak.

These features have more in common with Carrizo Plain to the west 
than to the drier, more open  (and developed) lands to the east and 
downslope. Therefore, they constitute a reasonable ecological 
expansion of the Monument.



View of Crocker Canyon 
on east side of Temblor 
Range showing grove of 
Tucker oaks in lower 
portion.  Note difference 
of north- and south-
facing slopes.



Views of U4S and 
Junipers on east side 
of Temblor Range



Representative Species to Be Included

Narrowleaf goldenbush, 
Haplopappus linearifolius



Mormon tea 
Ephedra californica

Bladderpod
Isomeris arborea



Las Piletas Ranch

Kiewit Memorial 
Foundation 
funded study



Looking Ahead
• Establishing Staff Position for CPC
• Monument Expansion 
• North Carrizo Ecological Reserve Expansion
• Interaction with local governments in California Valley
• Continued collaboration with The Nature Conservancy
• Support for TNC's Las Piletas Programs



MISSION

CREATING CONSERVATION INITIATIVES AND 
FACILITATING ON-GOING CONSERVATION AND 

RESTORATION EFFORTS ON THE CARRIZO PLAIN

Donate to the Conservancy Today!






